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INTRODUCTION

Dear Erasmus+ Student,
Welcome to ETF Leuven!

People from a whole range of countries, continents and church backgrounds study and work at ETF
Leuven. This multicultural atmosphere enriches the formation, broadens the horizon and prepares
our students working, living and believing together in an intercultural society and church context.

We are delighted that you will be joining this ETF community for a semester, or even for a full year!

With this brochure we would like to inform you about some practical matters concerning your time
at ETF Leuven. We'll take you chronologically through your journey. More detailed information can
be found in the appendices and on the ETF website.

Enjoy an unforgettable semester or academic year!

The ETF Team
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1 Before coming to Leuven

1.1  Erasmus+ Application
All being well, you will have visited the International Office of your home institution and discussed
the possibility of an E+ mobility to ETF Leuven. The following process has been completed:

» The International Office has nominated you for studies at ETF Leuven.
» You have submitted the application form and ETF Leuven has confirmed that you are
admitted for studies at ETF Leuven.

1.2  Erasmus+ Mobility Documents
The following steps/documents are required to formalize your Erasmus+ mobility:

> The Erasmus+ Student Charter: you need to read this online charter and agree to the
conditions (rights and obligations).

> If applicable, you have been given access to the Online Language Support platform (English
and/or Dutch).

> The (Online) Learning Agreement: this document determines the program which you will be
following at ETF Leuven (to be agreed to and signed by you, the home institution and ETF
Leuven).

» The Grant Agreement: this document confirms the financial arrangement (between you and
the home institution).

» Certificate of Stay: document to be completed and signed by ETF Leuven at the start and the
end of your Erasmus+ mobility in Leuven.

1.3 Other Documents
Before coming to Leuven, make sure all other formal documents are in order: passport, visa (if
applicable) and a rental contract for your student room.

1.4  Health Insurance/ Health Care Insurance
Anyone living, working or studying in Belgium must take out health insurance to insure themselves

against high medical costs. If you do not have a health insurance valid for the EU, this can be

obtained from a health insurance company such as the Christelijke Mutualiteit (CM). For about 10
Euro per month, you get full health insurance and additional benefits and services (e.g., travel
insurance). More information about the Belgian health insurance system can be found on the
international website of the CM http://www.cmleuven.be/students/

1.5  ETF Virtual Campus

After being enrolled as an Erasmus+ student at ETF Leuven, you will be given access to our online
learning platform, ETF Virtual Campus (VC). The login details will be sent to you by the system
administrator.

There are general webrooms on VC (information about the library, class schedules, exam schedules,
mentoring, student housing/campus, etc.) and also webrooms per individual course. To help you get
familiar with VC, we give you access to the general webroom even before the start of the academic
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year. This means that you may also receive messages that are still related to the current academic
year and may not be relevant to you.

As soon as your courses are registered in our student software you will also get specific access to
these course webrooms on VC.

1.6  Study Guide

Every year ETF Leuven publishes a comprehensive Study Guide available in pdf format in the
download section of our website. The complete study guide is made available before the start of the
academic year. Important sections (course syllabi, education and examination regulations, etc.) are
already available before the summer closing.

1.7  Textbooks and Literature
The required and recommended literature listed in the study guide per program unit is available

physically and/or online through the ETF Leuven library. If texts and/or readers are made available
through the ETF Virtual Campus, this is mentioned in the study guide.

ETF Leuven does not sell textbooks. You can buy them at your local bookstore or online. There are
several websites to help you find good deals on new and used books, such as bookfinder.com and
find-more-books.com. The ETF library also has a used book section where duplicates from the
collection are for sale at bargain prices.

1.8 How to Reach ETF Leuven?

ETF Leuven is easy to reach via public transport

— Bus - De Lijn via
From the railway station in Leuven, bus line 1 to Heverlee Toverberg / Bertem Carpool (platform
4) or line 70 to Groenendaal Station (platform 10), bus stop Groeneweg. The bus stop is right in
front of ETF Leuven. Ask the bus driver to stop across from the ‘old Jesuit Seminary’ if you feel
you need to. To use the bus while you are in Leuven, you can purchase a 10-trip card (10 one
way trips) for €17 at the station or in stationary/book stores.

— The Flixbus is a low-cost European bus company with e.g. line 822 (Groningen - Haren -
Apeldoorn/Arnhem - Nijmegen - Eindhoven - Antwerp - Brussels - Leuven).

— Train: Students enrolled at a Belgian educational institution (such as ETF Leuven) can apply for a
Student Multi. This card allows you to make ten trips on up to three routes at a very reduced rate
within 49 days. The Student Multi can be requested at any Belgian station with a ticket office.
You also have the option of buying a Youth Ticket (if you are under 26 years old) for €7.70 per
ride. For travel to/from Brussels Airport - Zaventem, another Brussels Airport Supplement must
be purchased.

1.9 Moving to the ETF Campus

Room allocation will be determined in early May. Moving is then possible from mid-September at
the earliest (for the first semester) or mid-January (for the second semester). The concierge will
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contact you and give you the exact moving dates. If these dates are really not convenient, you can
make other arrangements with the concierge.

1.10 Introduction Weekend
In September you will receive an invitation to the introduction weekend. This weekend is organized

by senior students and aims to further introduce you to ETF Leuven, the faculty, the campus and the
city of Leuven. Through joint activities you will get to know the other (first-year and/or new)
students. The ETF Leuven staff will be introduced to you after the introduction weekend.

For those mobility students starting in the second semester, an ETF student will be assigned to you
to introduce you to life on campus.

1.11 Registration with the City of Leuven
— Registering with the city of Leuven
It is required by law to register with the city/town where you live if you stay longer than 90

days. When you sign your contract with ETF Leuven, you will receive a number of registration
certificates. You need these, among other things, to register with the city of Leuven.

For EU citizens, you can find info via the following link:

Students: registration EU/EEA citizens | City of Leuven

— Do you live in the Netherlands, France, Germany or Luxembourg and do you want to keep your
address and right of residence there during your stay in Leuven? Then you can apply for an
Annex 33 with the City of Leuven. You will then be known to the Belgian government as a
'border student'. This application must be renewed every academic year (there are no costs
involved). When a student registers as a border student, he/she remains registered at the
parents/guardians address, so a student does not de-register. However, the Belgian address can
be reported to Dienst Uitvoering Onderwijs (DUO).

Students enrolled with Annex 33 do not pay the annual tax on second homes to the city of

Leuven.

1.12 Whois who?

For questions concerning:
— Erasmus+ Mobility, study, course selection: Academic Secretary (as@etf.edu)
— Your room, the campus: concierge (concierge@etf.edu)

— Maintenance, technical problems: maintenance worker (maintenance@etf.edu)

— Reception, guests: Hospitality Manager (hospitality@etf.edu)

— Session with a pastor: André Le Roux (andre.leroux@etf.edu) or Bianca Dujacquier

(bianca.dujacquier@etf.edu)
— Finance: accounting (bo@etf.edu)
— Student Council: (studentenraad @etf.edu)
— ICT, internet connection, ...: IT staff (ict@etf.edu)
— Library: access to literature, digital resources (library@etf.edu)
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2 Studying at ETF Leuven

2.1  The Academic Calendar

All important dates can be found in the academic calendar. This is edited per academic year and lists,
among others, the opening date of the academic year, lecture and examination periods, etc. The
academic calendar can be found in the study guide, on the ETF Virtual Campus and the ETF Leuven
website (under 'downloads').

The general year schedule is as follows: a first semester with lectures (September-December) and
exams (January), a second semester with lectures (February-May) and exams (June) and a re-exam
period (August).

2.2 College and Classroom Schedules
The lecture period starts in the week of the opening of the academic year. The lecture schedules are

announced through the Virtual Campus. If changes take place, they are communicated via VC to all
the students of a particular course unit. Please note that the final lecture schedule once published
on VC will not be updated. So regularly adjust your own schedule when you are informed of a
change. The classroom timetables can be found right next to the door of each classroom.

2.3 Opening of the Academic Year

On the first day of the academic year (Monday evening of the first week), the opening of the
academic year takes place in the chapel of ETF Leuven. It is led by the rector in the presence of the
dean and the resident faculty members. The rector gives a welcome address and someone from the
faculty gives a presentation: the first lecture of the academic year.

All residential undergraduate and graduate students are expected to attend. Given the festive
ceremony, appropriate attire is desired.

2.4  Meet & Greet

To show new students whom to contact for administrative matters, the executive secretary
organizes a Meet & Greet for students and the Administrative and Technical Staff (ATP). You will
receive an invitation for this. The event will conclude with refreshments.

2.5  Study Contract

After you have been admitted and registered, we will draw up a study contract with you, based on
your Erasmus+ Mobility Learning Agreement. As soon as your choice of courses is registered, you will
receive a digital contract that you sign and return to the academic secretariat.

2.6  Student Card

Student cards will be printed in the first college week and distributed through your mailbox in the
refectory. You need this card to use the library and the printer/copier machine. The card also entitles
you to a free library card for all KU Leuven libraries. On top of that, the card gives you discounts in
various stores, museums and the cinema.
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2.7 Communication

Good communication is key.

— In person: the academic secretariat has an open-door policy; feel free to step in to ask your
guestions in person. The entire staff is happy to help you with your questions during opening
hours. Not everyone is always present in the office; in this case it is best to make an appointment
via email.

— Your student mailbox: as a student you will receive an ETF email address (usually in the form
voornaam.achternaam@student.etf.edu). You will receive this on your personal email address
after your registration. Communication with students is mainly done via email, so check your ETF
mailbox regularly! The IT staff sends the "Policy for Internet Use on the ETF campus" document
to all campus residents annually.

— ETF Virtual Campus, the online learning platform: here you will find all necessary information
about the program in general and about individual courses. The webspace "Ad Valvas" is the
main place for general information and documents. Announcements are made by the
administration through this webspace. Students are notified by e-mail when a new
announcement is published.

— Announcements: during the first coffee break on Tuesdays (10:30-10:50) there is a shared
moment to make announcements, both from the staff and students.

—  WhatsApp: You will be invited to be included in the group app for ETF residents. In it practical
info will be shared about: heating, repairs, mail packages, special events, etc....

2.8  Support Network

For students at ETF Leuven, it is possible to choose a mentor. For questions regarding your studies
you can contact your mentor or the academic secretariat. In addition, there are 2 student pastors
active at ETF Leuven for possible help with pastoral questions. André Le Roux
(andre.leroux@etf.edu) and Bianca Dujacquier (bianca.dujacquier@etf.edu).

Besides the mentor, the academic secretariat and the student pastors, there is more support during
your studies at ETF Leuven. We have mapped out everything in terms of internal and external
networking, so you know exactly whom you can turn to (see “Support Network” on VC).

2.9 Student Council

Students at ETF Leuven are represented by a Student Council elected by the students themselves.
Among other things, students are involved in the development of the vision and strategy of ETF
Leuven, in course evaluations, and in the annual revision of the education and examination
regulations. Four times a year a bridge consultation between the management and the Student
Council takes place and student representatives participate in meetings of the Education Committee,
Faculty Council, Governing Body and General Assembly. In addition, the Executive Board organizes
an annual informal consultation event to which both residential and ETF Open University students
receive an invitation.
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2.10 Study Guide

As indicated above, the complete study guide is made available each year as a pdf before the start of
the academic year. Students should be cognizant of this document, especially the Education and
Examination Regulations (OER) and the academic calendar. The study guide largely consists of course
descriptions (ECTS sheets) with detailed information per program unit (course).

The course descriptions are established and published before the start of the academic year. After
this it is no longer possible to make adjustments. Lecturers can additionally provide a syllabus on the
ETF VC. The syllabus is a more comprehensive document that relies on the course description, as
published in the study guide. The syllabus provides additional information such as assignment
descriptions, lecture schedule, etc.

2.11 Social Safety and Transgressive Behavior
ETF Leuven aims to be a safe work and study environment for all. Safe means that staff members,

students and guests treat each other with integrity and respect. There is room to address each other
when things do not go as they should. We condemn and seek to prevent any form of transgressive
behavior, including unwanted sexual behavior, violence and harassment, and any form of exclusion,
hatred, abuse of power or discrimination.
The Social Safety Code of Conduct and the Procedure for Reporting Transgressive Behavior are
available on the website and Virtual Campus.
- The confidant for students: Anne-Catherine Pardon
(anne-catherine.pardon@etf.edu / +32 (0)16 30 83 59)
- The confidant for staff: Elsie Wilms
(elsie.wilms@etf.edu /+32 (0)16 30 83 58)

2.12 Research: Turabian and Plagiarism
It is the responsibility of each student to become familiar with the ins and outs of research ethics

and plagiarism at the beginning of his/her studies at ETF Leuven. All students are expected to know
when and how to cite, summarize and paraphrase and how to apply the Turabian Citation Style
(Notes-Bibliography).

On Virtual Campus, you will find an entire page dedicated to research ethics and plagiarism. Once
you have access to Virtual Campus, we encourage you to take a look at this.

2.13 Library

As a student you can of course use the physical collection (over 100,000 books and journals) and
extensive digital collection of the ETF Leuven library. Your student card also functions as a library
card (barcode on the back). Scan your card when you enter the library and use it to borrow books.
After enrolling in our program, you will automatically receive an email with information on how to
access your account at https://library.etf.edu/, our library's website. Among other things, there you
can consult a list of all the items you have borrowed and how many automatic renewals you have
left.
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For more information about making copies and scans, services, borrowing options, accessing digital
resources, etc., please visit the library website and the "Library" webspace on ETF Virtual Campus. It
is important to take note of the library regulations which you can also find in the same VC webspace
on the library website.

Opening hours depend largely on student availability. The library is always open during library office
hours. Please consult the library's schedule for more and current information on opening hours.

As mentioned above, ETF students can also get free access to all KU Leuven libraries, including the
theological Maurits Sabbe Library and the library of the Institute of Philosophy. Once you have a KU
Leuven library card, you can also use KU Leuven's Interlibrary Loan Service (ILL) service at student
rates. This basically gives you access to all academic libraries in the world. More information can be
found in the FAQs on the library website.

2.14 Exams

In the Education and Examination Regulations (OER) you will find all provisions concerning the
exams. Below we explain some of them.

There are two examination periods: the first examination period with exams after the 1st semester
(February) and exams after the 2nd semester (June) and the second examination period (re-exams in
August). The examination board meets after the first examination period and after the second
examination period. These meetings are called deliberations.

The examination schedule is announced at least 3 weeks before the beginning of the first (partial)
examination period, in the case of the second examination period at least two weeks before it
begins.

The results or marks are announced by the academic secretariat no later than 4 weeks after the end
of the (partial) examination period.

Different forms of evaluation are used at ETF Leuven. The most common forms are writing
assignments (papers) and oral or written exams, but other forms are also possible. Students have
two opportunities per academic year to complete a particular course. The first opportunity is
scheduled in the examination period following the semester in which the course is completed. The
second opportunity is scheduled in the re-exam period at the end of the academic year.

Any course that you were unable to complete during the first examination period can still be
completed during the re-exam period. All partial grades you obtain during the first examination
period remain valid during the academic year. Example: suppose the assessment of a course consists
of three parts (a paper, an assignment and an oral exam) and you only submitted the paper during
the first exam period. Then you can still complete the assignment and oral exam during the re-exam
period and successfully complete the course. If the grading method in the re-exam period differs
from the grading method in the first exam period, this is explicitly stated in the syllabus. Partial
grades will expire at the end of an academic year.

Students do not need to register for the examinations of the first examination period; they are
automatically registered. However, for re-exams, both of written and oral exams and of papers and
other assignments, students must officially register using the registration form. Registration is
possible in the week following the proclamation (publication of grades) of the second semester. The
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academic secretariat sends an invitation and a link to the registration form together with your grade
lists. If you do not register (on time), you will lose the right to participate in the re-examinations.

2.15 Course Evaluations / Quality Assurance
To monitor the level and quality of education, ETF Leuven has a quality assurance system in place.

Information and a link to the quality assurance manual can be found on the ETF Virtual Campus.

Among other things, student satisfaction is measured by course evaluations and student evaluations.
This feedback is very important, both for you as students and for ETF Leuven. The results are sent to
the lecturers, are discussed in the meetings of the education committee and in the performance
reviews.

You will receive an invitation to complete the course evaluations after the examination period of the
first and second semester. The student evaluations are about the program as a whole and these are
distributed biannually.

2.16 Student Association PAAP

Per Aspera Ad Perfectiora (PAAP) is a Christian student association ("study association") in Leuven. It
is an independent association functioning within ETF Leuven. The essence of the association can be
described as a place of encounter and conversation, offering students and residents of ETF Leuven
the opportunity, based on the principles of ETF Leuven, to give shape to student life. The association
promotes the interests of students and peda residents and aims to foster mutual contacts between
students, peda residents and also staff members. It provides both a deepening and broadening of
faith and relaxation after study.

The association is governed by a 3-5-member board that is re-elected each year at the General
Assembly.

(Source and more information: https://paap.be/vereniging/)

2.17 Leisure and Relaxation / Involvement
Of course, there is also room for leisure and relaxation. The adjacent park at ETF Leuven offers,

among other things, a soccer field and tennis club. On campus there is a "living room," a coffee bar,
a gym and a student bar. The city of Leuven is easily accessible by bike (10 minutes) or via public
transportation (see 1.9).

While as a student you will want to stay involved in your home church, we encourage you to also get
involved in one of the churches/communities or Christian organizations in Leuven.

2.18 Living on the ETF campus

When you live on Campus/Peda you become part of a community. All practical information about
this can be found in the brochure "Living and studying at ETF Leuven".
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3 After your Studies

3.1 Deregistration City of Leuven

Are you moving abroad permanently after your studies and do you not have Belgian nationality (and
did you stay in the country for more than three months)? Then deregister with the City of Leuven
one week before your departure at the earliest. You will receive the 'model 8' document. This is
proof of your deregistration. Your residence card will be cancelled.

This regulation does not apply to students with an Annex 33 as a border or mobility student; in that
case de-registration is not necessary.
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Brochure: Incoming Erasmus+ Students @ ETF Leuven

Appendix: Overview BA and MA courses 2025-2026 and 2026-2027

BA Courses offered 2025-2026 first semester

(September-January)

Course Name Code Language ECTS
Dogmatiek DOGM NL 5
Hermeneutiek HERM NL 4
Historische theologie 1 HT1 NL 4
Nieuwe Testament 1 NT1 NL 4
Nieuwe Testament in context NTC EN 4
Oecumenica, evangelisatie en dialoog OEED NL 4
Oriéntatie Nieuwe Testament ONT EN 4
Oriéntatie Oude Testament ooT NL 4
Oriéntatie praktische theologie OPT NL 4
Oriéntatie systematische theologie OoSsT NL 4
Oude Testament 1 0oT1 NL 4
Seminarie Bijbeltalen SEMBT NL 3
Seminarie Grieks 1 SEMGR1 NL 4
Seminarie Hebreeuws 1 SEMHEB1 | NL 4
Wetenschapsfilosofie WF NL 4
Zendingsgeschiedenis en actuele ontwikkelingen ZGAO NL 3
Inleiding Grieks IGR NL 6
Inleiding Hebreeuws IHEB NL 6
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BA Courses offered 2025-2026 second semester

(February-June)

Course Name Code Language | ECTS
Aziatische religies AZR NL 3
Christelijke ethiek en moraalfilosofie CEM NL 4
Christelijke spiritualiteit CS NL 4
Ecclesiologie en oecumene EOE NL 5
Geschiedenis van de westerse wijsbegeerte GWW NL 4
Inleiding in de methodiek van de Bijbelexegese IMBE NL 4
Kerk als lerende gemeenschap KLG NL 4
Kerk en recht KR NL 4
Kerkgeschiedenis van de Lage Landen KGLL NL 3
Liturgiek LIT NL 4
Oriéntatie historische theologie OHT NL 4
Oriéntatie religiewetenschappen en missiologie ORM NL 4
Seminarie Bijbelwetenschappen SEMBW EN 4
Seminarie Grieks 2 SEMGR2 | NL 4
Seminarie Hebreeuws 2 SEMHEB2 | NL 4
Seminarie religiewetenschappen en missiologie SEMRM NL 4
Vakdidactiek secundair onderwijs VD NL 5
Inleiding Grieks IGR NL 6
Inleiding Hebreeuws IHEB NL 6
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BA Courses offered 2026-2027 first semester (September-

January)

Opleidingsonderdeel/Course Code Language | ECTS
Godsdienstsociologie GS NL 4
Hermeneutiek HERM NL 4
Historische theologie 2 HT2 NL 4
Homiletiek HOM NL 5
Nieuwe Testament 2 NT2 NL 4
Oriéntatie Nieuwe Testament ONT EN 4
Oriéntatie Oude Testament ooT NL 4
Oriéntatie praktische theologie OPT NL 4
Oriéntatie systematische theologie osT NL 4
Oude Testament 2 0oT2 NI 4
Oude Testament in context OoTC NL 4
Pastorale Theologie PAT NL 4
Seminarie Bijbeltalen SEMBT NL 3
Seminarie Grieks 1 SEMGR1 | NL 4
Seminarie Hebreeuws 1 SEMHEB1 | NL 4
Wetenschapsfilosofie WEF NL 4
Inleiding Grieks IGR NL 6
Inleiding Hebreeuws IHEB NL 6
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BA Courses offered 2026-2027 second semester

(February-June)

Opleidingsonderdeel/Course Code Language | ECTS
Christelijke ethiek en moraalfilosofie CEM NL 4
Christelijke spiritualiteit CS NL 4
Ecclesiologie en oecumene EOE NL 5
Geschiedenis van de westerse wijsbegeerte GWW NL 4
Inleiding in de methodiek van de Bijbelexegese IMBE NL 4
Islam ISL NL 4
Jodendom D NL 4
Kerk, cultuur en samenleving KCS NL 4
Kerkgeschiedenis van de Lage Landen KGLL NL 3
Oriéntatie historische theologie OHT NL 4
Oriéntatie religiewetenschappen en missiologie ORM NL 4
Seminarie Grieks 2 SEMGR2 | NL 4
Seminarie Hebreeuws 2 SEMHEB2 | NL 4
Seminarie historische en systematische theologie SEMHST | NL/EN 4
Seminarie praktische theologie SEMPT NL/EN 4
Seminarie religie en spiritualiteit SEMRS NL 4
Inleiding Grieks IGR NL 6
Inleiding Hebreeuws IHEB NL 6
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MA Courses offered 2025-2026 first semester
(September-January)
Course Name Code Language | ECTS
Advanced Pastoral Studies APS EN 5
Contemporary Issues in Christian Ethics CICE EN 5
Contemporary Issues in Historical Perspective CIHP EN 5
History of Christian Doctrine and Spirituality HCDS EN 5
New Testament Exegesis NTEX EN 5
New Testament Theology NTT EN 5
Old Testament Exegetical Methods OTEM EN 5
The European Reformations ER

EN 5
Aramaic AR EN 5
MA Courses offered 2025-2026 second semester
(February-June)
Course Name Code Language | ECTS
Advanced Homiletics AHOM EN 5
Approaches to Old Testament Studies AOTS EN 5
Interworldview Dialogue IWD EN 5
Missional Theology and Contextualisation MTC EN 5
Models of Christian Leadership MCL EN 5
Moral Theology MT EN 5
Old Testament Exegesis OTEX EN 5
Postmodernism, Philosophical Hermeneutics
and Theology PPHT EN 5
Religious Pedagogy RP EN
Aramaic AR EN 5
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Opleidingsonderdeel/Course Code Language | ECTS
Contemporary Discussions in Systematic Theology CDST EN 5
Contemporary Islam and Christianity CIC NE 5
Contemporary Issues in Christian Ethics CICE EN 5
Early Christian Literature ECL EN 5
History of Christian Doctrine and Spirituality HCDS EN 5
New Testament Exegetical Methods NTEM EN 5
Politics, Religion and Society PRS EN 5
Protestant Theological Systems PTS EN 5
Aramaic AR EN 5
Opleidingsonderdeel/Course Code Language | ECTS
19th and 20th Century Theologies 1920CT | EN 5
Advanced Liturgy ALIT EN 5
Approaches to New Testament Studies ANTS EN 5
Living Together in Pluralistic Europe Today LTPET EN 5
Medieval and Post-Reformation Scholaticism MPRS EN 5
Models of Christian Leadership MCL EN 5
Old Testament Theology oTT EN 5
Postmodernism, Philosophical Hermeneutics

and Theology PPHT EN 5
Religions and Human Rights RHR EN 5
Aramaic AR EN 5
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