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“I am a woman from Syria, and grew up during 
the breakdown of my country. Yet despite 

everything, I have felt the call of God in my life. 
While completing a Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) 

in Lebanon, I increasingly considered pursuing 
a Master in Theology, as I believe that my call 

is to be an ambassador for Middle Eastern 
Christianity. I envision my ministry to be of 

helping Western Christianity, in its movement, 
to be conscious of its Middle Eastern roots. ETF 

Leuven, with its diverse community and high 
scholarly standards, is equipping and preparing 

me to grow in this direction and to be more 
effective in my ministry.”

Editorial

SUSTAINABLE  
THEOLOGY

When you walk through an old forest, you may be 
impressed by what you see. Trees standing in their 
place for centuries that began as small sprouts are now 
large and imposing. What started small has become 
sustainable: one may reap its benefits many years later. 
Sustainability also means that generations to come 
may enjoy those same trees.

ETF Leuven also stands for sustainability. We want to 

deepen, strengthen, and equip the worldwide Protes-

tant-evangelical movement on an academic level. That is 

our unique contribution to churches and Christian organisa-

tions in the global evangelical movement and to the field of 

theology and religious studies worldwide. Specifically, this is 

ETF’s contribution to academia and society in Flanders.

From its inception, ETF Leuven has been deeply involved in 

people’s most profound desires and greatest hopes from 

faith in Jesus Christ. Every day, this faith and commitment 

characterise working and studying at ETF Leuven. Our 

commitment to academic theology is of utmost importance.

Jos de Kock is rector of ETF 
Leuven and professor and 
department chair of Practical 
Theology. In his free time you can 
regularly see him (trail) running, 
and cycling.

Anniversary magazine ‘Dear Theophilus’
Dear reader, we are pleased to offer you this magazine in honour of our 

anniversary. The title ‘Dear Theophilus’ is fitting for our readers, donors, and 

supporters: To all Theophiles, Protestant-evangelical Christians in the Low 

Countries and worldwide, who are interested in theology, meaning, and faith. 

At the same time, with this title we are making a clear connection to the Bible. 

The title is associated with Luke, the scholar among the evangelists, who in 

his testimony carefully recorded events and laid them out in orderly form for 

Theophilus – an indirect link to our tasks as an academic education with research 

and service in theology and religious studies. Enjoy reading!
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Academic education and development are indis-

pensable for theologians who are called to lead in 

churches, Christian organisations, and in the wider 

society. Our striving for academic excellence helps 

us to think one step deeper, see one step further, 

and to continue to critically examine our own 

position as theologians. In this way theology can be 

sustainable theology for many years to come. 

When something is sustainable it is often 

associated with renewal. But that is only one aspect 

of being sustainable. When walking through an old 

forest, one also sees another aspect: being deeply 

rooted – being true to who or what you are. For 

ETF Leuven this is captured in four essential charac-

teristics: our Protestant-evangelical identity, inter-

denominational character, international community, 

and the pursuit of academic excellence that goes 

hand-in-hand with attention to personal and 

communal spirituality. ETF Leuven will always be 

identifiable by these things, in view of sustainable 

theology.

It is with great enthusiasm that I serve ETF Leuven 

as rector. I hope that this issue also makes you 

enthusiastic for ETF, as you read of its past and its 

envisioned future. Sustainable theology is theology 

that builds up generations to come.

Thanks to all the advertisers and donors for their congratulations and for making this magazine possible:
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When walking through 

an old forest, one also 

sees another aspect of 

sustainability: being 

deeply rooted is being 

true to who or what 

you are.
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congratulates  
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We are thankful to be part  
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as design partner!

Left Lane converts your message to strong 
design that gives an advantage. 
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Practical Theology
The area of study for the Department of 
Practical Theology concerns current faith 
practices of people and groups, especially 
in Christian faith communities. The study of 
these practices is an important source for the 
practice of theology. The theological research 
of the Department of Practical Theology aims 
to describe these faith practices accurately 
through empirical research, to analyse them 
theologically, and ultimately, to formulate 
directions for their further development. 
Teaching in the Department of Practical 
Theology covers a wide range of topics, 

including homiletics, spirituality, community 
building, and religious pedagogy. The research 
of the department focuses on two themes 
in particular: leadership and formation. 
With leadership, the central question is how 
leadership in the church community can be 
shaped faithfully in view of the many and rapid 
changes in church and society. With formation, 
the central question is how learning-in-
encounter can be strengthened in current 
practices of Christian-inspired youth work and 
practices of religious formation in education.
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Early years Bijbelinstituut België  
(Belgian Bible Institute)
The history of the Evangelische Theologische Faculteit (ETF), 

Leuven begins with the establishment of the first French-

speaking Bible college in Europe and, a little over two years 

later, its Dutch-speaking counterpart. In 1919 the École 

Biblique de Belge [sic], later called Institut Biblique Belge 

(IBB), was founded in Brussels. The initiators, Ralph and Edith 

Norton, had devoted themselves during the First World War to 

helping and evangelising Belgian soldiers on leave in London. 

They also visited the soldiers in the trenches of Westhoek and 

were received twice by Queen Elisabeth of Belgium. After the 

war, the couple moved to Belgium to continue the work of 

evangelism and relief work, under the name of the Mission 

Evangélique Belge or Belgian Gospel Mission (BGM). Edith 

Norton first had the idea of establishing a training center for 

church leaders and evangelists in Belgium. The Moody Bible 

Institute, where she and her husband had studied, was the 

model. In September 1919, the IBB started training at least ten 

students, two of them women. By the second semester, the 

number had risen to 24. 

History of  
ETF Leuven
and its roots in the 
Belgian Bible Institute

1919 starting 1965
Establishment of the Bible college 
“Institut Biblique Belge” in Brussels.

1922
Opening of the Dutch-speaking 
department: the Bijbelinstituut België.

Strong growth of the training program, partly 
due to the increase in the number of foreign 

students (education is offered in 3 languages).

Soon IBB attracted students not only from Belgium, but also 

from the Netherlands, France, Switzerland, and Italy. The first 

director was Donald G. Barnhouse, who had studied at the 

Los Angeles Bible Institute (now Biola University), University of 

Chicago, and Princeton Theological Seminary.

It was not long before a Dutch-speaking branch of the Bible 

Institute was also established, the Bijbelinstituut België (BIB), 

which began in January 1922, and later attracted most of its 

students. The director was Jan Knecht, assisted by Abraham 

van Puffelen, who later became director himself. In 1926, the 

school moved to larger premises in the Staatsbladstraat (Rue 

du Moniteur) in Brussels. 

During the Second World War, teaching at 

both Bible colleges came to a halt, although 

the teachers were involved in helping perse-

cuted Jews. Lectures resumed in March 1946 

under the direction of Miner Stearns, who had 

been promoted to Doctor of Theology during 

the war and remained director until 1955.  

Andreas Beck is full professor and department chair of 
Historical Theology. Additionally, he has served as academic 
dean of ETF Leuven for many years and is director of the IPRS, 
an institute of ETF Leuven that specializes in research on the 
Early Modern Period. Along with his family, he is a member of 
the Evangelical Church Leuven.

Initiator of the Bible college, Edith Fox, and her husband, 
Ralph Norton. . © ViaNova. 
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Stearns was then succeeded by John Winston Jr. In 

1965, his brother George Winston was appointed 

director. Under his leadership (until 1985) the number 

of students grew enormously. This was partly due 

to the independence of the Bible Institute from the 

Belgian Gospel Mission, which, contrary to its original 

intention, had become its own denomination.

With its independence in 1972, the interdenom-

inational character of the BIB was strengthened, 

although at this point, the institution was under the 

umbrella of Greater Europe Mission. This led to further 

growth and to its recognition, in 1971, as a Higher 

Institute for Religious Studies. It could grant diplomas 

for Protestant religious education in both primary and 

the first four years of secondary schools. In November 

1972, more than 70 students were enrolled. A diligent 

search was made for a larger building.

Teachers and students came from different churches and 

denominations. BIB also worked with female teachers earlier 

than most other Bible colleges. The basis of faith expressed 

this interdenominational character with the words: “We 

believe in the spiritual unity of those who believe in Christ.” 

Out of the BIB the Evangelische Theologische Faculteit (ETF) 

was founded in 1981, with the aim of also providing academic 

education. A leading role was played by Theo Kunst, who had 

received a theological doctorate in 1979 and became the first 

academic dean of ETF. 

1976

19751971

The municipality of Heverlee 
merges with the city of Leuven.

George Winston  
(with wife Dora),  
BIB director from  
1965-1985. © ViaNova. 

Aerial photo of BIB (1975).

1984
ETF awards its first 
licentiate degree.

The Bible Institute moves to a former 
Jesuit seminary in Heverlee.

The theological training program is 
recognized by the Belgian government.

1981
The establishment of the Evangelische 
Theologische Faculteit, the academic 
program of the Bible Institute.

1983
ETF is recognised by the government to award 
licentiate and doctoral degrees. This recognised 
university education forms the basis for our current 
educational offerings.

Moving to Heverlee and  
establishment of ETF Leuven
First there were concrete plans for a new 

building in Hoeilaart, but instead, in 1975, 

the education building of the French-

speaking Jesuits in Heverlee was purchased. 

The festive opening attracted about one 

thousand people. In September 1975, 127 

full-time students from seven countries 

were enrolled, in addition to 35 students 

in a decentralised program. In terms of 

identity, the BIB oriented itself to the basis 

of faith of the Worldwide Evangelical 

Alliance, with an emphasis on the reliability 

of the Bible as the Word of God. Doctrinal 

diversity within those boundaries was 

consciously allowed.

On June 3, 1983 ETF was recognised by 

Royal Decree to award licentiate and doctoral 

degrees. The doctoral degree program started 

in 1985 under the direction of C.A. (Kees) 

Tukker and William L. Wagner, who became 

co-academic deans of ETF in 1986. Professors 

of international standing were already being 

recruited at that time. 

Theo Kunst (with wife 
Anette and daughter 
Janneke), first academic 
dean of ETF Leuven.
© ViaNova. 

BIB and BGM building, Staatsbladstraat 7, 
Brussels. © ViaNova. 
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Meanwhile ETF became part of the umbrella 

organisation Centrum voor Bijbelse Vorming-

België (CBVB), which in English was rendered: 

Belgian Center for Biblical Education (BCBE). It 

included the Dutch- and French-speaking Bible 

colleges, the newly founded Center for Pastoral 

Counselling (CPC), and a conference center. The 

BCBE was under the general direction of American, 

Walter Barrett. He inherited the growing mortgage 

burden of the enormous building complex which, 

despite all efforts, weighed heavily on the insti-

tution. Furthermore, there were tensions between 

American and European ways of thinking. Barrett 

did his best to find solutions. In October 1988, 

he resigned.  Given the persisting financial diffi-

culties, the Board decided in August 1989 on 

a radical reorganisation with painful choices in 

terms of personnel. The BCBE came under the 

management of Jef De Vriese (administrative) and 

1986

2003

1996

1992
The French-speaking department 
IBB moves to Wallonia.

The first doctoral degree 
is awarded.

The Flemish Higher Education Law 
implements the BAMA-structure in 

Flanders and reaffirms ETF’s right to 
award recognized degrees of Bachelor, 

Master and Doctor in Theology and 
Religious Studies.

The licentiate program (precursor 
of the current Master’s program) is 

offered completely in English.

Donald Moreland (academic). At the end of 1992, 

most of the building complex was sold. A few months 

later the French-speaking IBB moved to Wallonia (and 

back to Brussels in 1999). The umbrella name CBVB 

(Dutch) or BCBE (English) was replaced by the previ-

ously used term “Bijbelinstituut België” or Belgian 

Bible Institute (English; also Bible Institute of Belgium). 

The Bible College, the CPC and also ETF oriented 

themselves more strongly to the Flemish constituency 

of free churches. Student numbers, however, remained 

below expectations. But slowly a broadening of the 

institution took place. This development was inten-

sified when Patrick Nullens became academic dean in 

1995, and succeeded Jef De Vriese as general director 

from 1998 to 2003. During this time, the CPC became 

independent of ETF. 

From 1999 to 2002, Nullens was assisted by 

Pieter Boersema as deputy director. International 

cooperations were established and the inter-

denominational character of ETF was further 

expanded. With the help of Ted and Dorothy 

VanderEnde, the licentiate (master’s) program 

was offered in English. Furthermore, the Bible 

College was transformed into the Hogeschool 

voor Theologie en Praktijk (HTP), with comple-

mentary part-time programs in Flanders and 

the Netherlands. A large donation allowed 

an additional part of the building complex 

to be bought back and renovated, including 

a renewed library infrastructure. In 2002, a 

partnership was established with the Christelijke 

Hogeschool Ede in the Netherlands.

BaMa reform and further academisation
The Flemish Higher Education Law of 2003 concerning the 

introduction of the Bachelor-Master structure had a major 

impact on ETF Leuven. It proved impossible to maintain 

an institution that was both a Bible College and a univer-

sity-level academic faculty. Therefore, it was decided to 

phase out the Bible School and focus entirely on academic 

education. Under the leadership of Andreas Beck (academic 

dean), and Pim Boven (administrative director), preparations 

were made for the 2005 educational assessment. This led to 

a reorganized program with three specializations, resulting 

in accreditation by the Accreditation Organisation of the 

Netherlands and Flanders (NVAO) in 2007 (and re-accredi-

tation in 2015). During part of this period, Heinrich Löwen 

was rector. He was succeeded in 2007 by Patrick Nullens 

who, together with Beck and Boven, led the strengthening 

of the faculty’s roots in the landscape of higher education 

in Flanders and beyond, expanding the growth of ETF’s 

branches of education, research, and services. 

2004-2005
The former educational programs (candidate 
and licentiate) are transformed into a three-
year academic Bachelor’s program and a 
two-year academic Master’s program. The 
existing college program (BIB) is phased out.

Pim Boven, Patrick Nullens, and Andreas Beck (2015)

Graduation Day 2004

Flemish Family Weeks 1986

2007
The Bachelor’s and Master’s 
programs at ETF are accredited 
by Accreditation Organisation 
of the Netherlands and 
Flanders (NVAO).

In 1975 the Belgian Bible Institute took up residence 
at Sint-Jansbergsesteenweg 97 in Heverlee.
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In the forty years 

of ETF Leuven’s 

existence, 

eighty doctoral 

dissertations have 

been defended.

Thus, in addition to research in the six departments, three 

research institutes were established (Research Center for Early 

Christianity, Institute of Post-Reformation Studies, and Institute 

of Leadership & Social Ethics). The Jonathan Edwards Center 

Benelux (affiliated with Yale University and in cooperation with 

the VU Amsterdam) was founded, and closer cooperation was 

developed with, among others, KU Leuven, FPTR Brussels, 

TU Kampen, PThU, VU Amsterdam, Durham University, FLTE 

Vaux-sur-Seine, FTH Gießen and STH Basel. Additionally, full 

membership was granted in the NOSTER research school; ETF 

Open University (blended learning) was established; partial 

government funding was acquired for education (as of 2008) 

and research (as of 2013); as well as research funds from the 

Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO) and foreign founda-

tions. Finally, a part of the campus was developed into the 

Leuven Center of Christian Studies (LCCS) partially under the 

direction of Gerson Veldhuizen, who succeeded Boven as 

administrative director in 2015.

After an interim year with Beck as rector 

and Jelle Creemers and Maria Verhoeff as 

academic vice deans, Jos de Kock took over 

the rectorship in September 2019, while 

Jeroen Le Jeune temporarily succeeded 

Veldhuizen from 2021 onwards. During this 

period, research was positively assessed by an 

external committee and further strengthened 

by the establishment of two new insti-

tutes (Institute for the Study of Freedom of 

Religion or Belief and Institute for the Study 

of Religious Education & Youth Ministry). 

Education was expanded by transforming the 

teacher training program into a fully-fledged 

Master of Teaching program. 

2012
The Flemish government 

approves the application for 
research funding.

Today, ETF Leuven has 226 students with 

diverse church backgrounds from many 

countries and cultures. This interdenomina-

tional and international composition is also 

reflected in the staff. In the forty years of 

ETF’s existence, over six hundred academic 

degrees have been awarded to graduates 

from dozens of countries. Eighty doctoral 

dissertations have been defended, including 

seven joint doctorates with TU Kampen or VU 

Amsterdam. With each expansion, ETF Leuven 

has always sought to remain true to its roots 

in the worldwide evangelical movement.

2008
The Flemish government 
grants ETF a partial 
educational subsidy.

Beck together with his daughter Hildegard, student of 
theology in the Master’s program at ETF Leuven.

In 2019 Jeremy Lim, pastor in the Korean migrant church 
community in Germany, received his doctorate for his thesis 
on bicultural identity and cultural-religious differences.
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Van harte 
gefeliciteerd

met jullie

40
jubileum

jarig

Uw partner voor goed kerkelijk jeugdwerk

ETF Leuven gave me a solid academic 

theological foundation

Studying together and living together 

brought me friendships for life

Alumna I Anne Lorein 

Alumnus I Laurens van Lavieren 

When I wrote my Master’s thesis in the ETF library on 

marriage liturgy in the Book of Common Prayer, I did not 

expect it to become a springboard for my current job. I 

am now a part-time assistant in training at the Theological 

University in Kampen. My PhD research is on the classical 

Reformed marriage formula and is part of the project “The 

Dynamics of the Classical Reformed Liturgy in the Nether-

lands.” I am also a part-time pastor in the Dutch Reformed 

Church in Culemborg. My studies at ETF Leuven gave me a 

solid academic theological basis for both my PhD research 

and pastoral ministry. 

At ETF Leuven, I took my first steps in theology.  

I learned to keep faith and critical study—head and 

heart—together. Studying and living in community 

brought me friendships for life. As a young student 

from a conservative Christian environment, ETF 

Leuven was a great step to take my first steps in 

theology. In my work for IFES and ForumC I now 

try to maintain and make fruitful the attitude I 

learned: to be faithful and critical, with a warm 

heart and a critical mind.

Alumni [External Advertisement]
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Our motto at ETF Leuven is Fides Quaerens 

Intellectum, freely translated as ‘Faith seeking 

understanding’. With our roots deep in 

Scripture and faith, we want to use excellent biblical 

approaches and methods to deal critically with our 

reality and with the source texts of our faith. By critical, 

I mean faithful to Scripture itself while at the same time 

using critical discernment with respect to our Protes-

tant-evangelical tradition, along with our own and 

others’ presuppositions. It is about an inquiring mind 

that always wants to explore openly, from an aware-

ness of our roots.  

We in the West live in a post-Christian reality that has only increased in recent 
decades. This reality is accompanied by a great loss of knowledge of the Bible 
and Christian doctrine. Recently, an experiment was conducted in Leuven which 
showed that students were not able to make the connection between Biblical 
pictures in the town hall and the stories of the Bible. This scarcity of Biblical 
knowledge makes us as Bible scholars all the more eager to keep studying the 
Old and New Testaments and the Christian tradition at a high level and to pass 
on the necessary skills and passion to the next generation.

Apart from being post-Christian, our world is also 

super-diverse and super-mobile, and experts say that 

this will increase in the future (especially in the West). 

Some researchers predict that this future scenario will 

be accompanied by conflicts in society. Critics such 

as Yuval Noah Harari believe that religions have often 

been the source of conflict throughout history. There 

is some truth in that. At the same time, the gospel 

of Jesus Christ itself is a source of hope, healing and 

peace. As Bible scholars at ETF Leuven, we study 

how God brings life and peace in the Old and New 

Testaments. It is fascinating to see how this happens: 

in forms that completely fit the context in which the 

Bible writers operated, but that were at the same time 

very critical of that same environment. The good news 

of Jesus Christ is a critical gospel that gives liberation 

and life in very different contexts. 

The conflicts that may arise from an increase in 

super-diversity and super-mobility call on us as 

theologians to develop the necessary skills to deal 

with diversity from our own identity and faith roots. 

In Berlin, for example, the cornerstone was laid on 

May 27 for the “House of One”. The purpose of 

this building is to create tolerance and space for all 

Abrahamic religions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam), 

and to develop the skills to engage in dialogue with 

others. That is a beautiful ideal. But you can only 

make a positive contribution from your faith if you 

see how the sources themselves deal with diversity, 

identity, and boundaries. 

Theology in a  
super-diverse age

Plea

The South African professor Jacobus (Kobus) Kok is 
department chair of New Testament and co-director of 
the RCEC research institute at ETF Leuven. He is also an 
extraordinary professor at the University of Pretoria. He 
is married to physiotherapist Martelize and together they 
have two sons, Joshua and Heinrich.
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One example of this is the growing use of social identity 

theory by Bible scholars. This theory, coming from the social 

sciences, describes the dynamics involved in the construction 

of ‘insiders’ and ‘outsiders’, complex identities, and the 

boundaries between groups. Over the past three decades, 

Old and New Testament scholars have heuristically refined 

this theory for use in Biblical studies. Social scientific criticism 

represents that stage of the exegetical process in which the 

Bible text is analysed as originating in a particular social 

context and social dynamic. Using insights from the social 

sciences, such as anthropology, models are developed to 

describe the social dynamics of the ancient world. In the 

ancient world, for example, people were not individualistic as 

we are today, but rather dyadic or group-oriented. Therefore, 

Paul uses the metaphor of a body to show that believers are all 

part of the same entity in which each has his or her place and 

value. Paul makes it clear in 1 Corinthians 12:13, Galatians 

3:28 and Colossians 3:11 that it does not matter whether you 

are a Greek, a slave or a free man. All are equal in Christ. In 

ancient times, this message was radical. 

This radical gospel drives me 

to help train a generation of 

leaders who, from their identity 

and roots, can meet the unique 

challenges of this super-diverse, 

super-mobile post-Christian era.

New Testament 
The Department of New Testament focuses on two lines of research. 
Firstly, we study the formation of the early Christian identity against 
the background of the ancient socio-cultural background. Secondly, 
within the New Testament canon, we study the interrelationships 
between the various parts of the New Testament (Gospels, Acts, 
Pauline and Catholic epistles) as well as the relationship to other 
extra-biblical early Christian literature. This second line of research 
takes place especially within the Research Center for Early Christianity 
(RCEC) and in cooperation with the Department of Historical Theology. 

The liberating power of the gospel can only 

do its work from its roots. That is why the 

biblical languages (Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic) 

and classical exegetical approaches of the 

past are so important. Recent exegetical 

approaches, such as social scientific exegesis, 

help to see how the Bible deals with the 

diversity we are increasingly confronted with. 
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This radical and challenging gospel inspires me to participate 

in training a generation of leaders who, from their identity 

and roots, will be able to face the unique challenges of this 

super-diverse, super-mobile post-Christian age.

The research shows that the ancient world 

was very stratified, and that classes and 

groups could be clearly distinguished from 

each other. Slaves and owners were not 

equal. We see this very clearly, for example, 

in the archaeological finds discovered at 

Herculaneum in Italy. The Greco-Roman cities 

of Herculaneum and Pompeii were buried 

during the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 AD. In 

the Casa del Salone Nero (House with the 

Black Salon) in Herculaneum, 39 documents 

were found that belonged to the slave Lucius 

Venidius Ennychus. These documents show 

how he rose from being a slave to being an 

honourable person and a Roman citizen. This 

shows how slaves were not equal in status to 

free-born Roman citizens. This was the harsh 

reality of the ancient world. That is why it is 

so remarkable when Paul writes that there is 

no longer even a distinction between slave 

or free, male or female, etc., and that all are 

one and equal in Christ. In the context of the 

ancient world, but also in our world today, it 

is a radical and challenging message of recon-

ciliation and mutual respect. 

Old Testament 
The Department of Old Testament at ETF Leuven, 
headed by Koert van Bekkum, conducts research 
into the Old Testament books in the original 
languages against the background of the cultures 
and religions of the Ancient Near East. A wide 
range of historical, literary, and linguistic methods 
are used. Specific attention is paid to the way the 
texts express their message and to the dynamics 
by which biblical passages not only make use of 
their own social and cultural context, but also 
respond to it in a critical and transformative way. 
It is precisely in this way that it becomes clear how 
the texts not only relate to the discourse about God 
in the Bible as a whole, but also have significance 
for contemporary issues. The current form of the 
text and of the Old Testament canon is the starting 
point of research. 

From this point of departure historical questions 
are also addressed. In addition, fruitful use is made 
of new perspectives in biblical exegesis, such 
as literary and feminist interpretations. Besides 
the study of the biblical texts themselves, the 
reception of the biblical books in early translations 
and interpretations such as the Septuagint and 
the Targumim, as well as in the early church 
and the wider Protestant-evangelical tradition, is 
investigated.

The Contribution of 
Hebrews to Early 
Christian Theology” 

Responding to Public Crises: 
Christian Thinkers on the 
Fall of Rome (410) and the 
Dutch Disaster Year (1672) 

ETF Open University 

SUMMER 
COLLOQUIUM

August 22 - 27, 2022

Every year in August ETF Leuven organizes one or more Summer Colloquia.  
An ETF Summer Colloquium is an international study week including lectures, various 
activities and time for meeting and reflection. The Summer Colloquium is required 
for ETF Open University students. Interested people who have completed university 
studies, current students from other universities, pastors, teachers, staff members of 
(Christian) organizations etc. are most welcome to join.
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REGISTER  
until 1 June 2022 at 
etf.edu/sumcol22

Dr. Douglas J. Moo - Wheaton College, Illinois, VS Prof. Dr. Aza Goudriaan - ETF Leuven
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Als ECV ondersteunen we volledig de ETF 
visie: De ETF wil mensen toerusten om hun 
plaats in kerk en maatschappij in te nemen en 
zo het goede nieuws van Jezus Christus bekend 
te maken in onze wereld. 

We bidden dat God dit werk mag blijven zege-
nen, opdat nog vele studenten mogen gevormd 
worden, die op hun beurt het evangelie mogen 
doorgeven aan de toekomstige generaties! 

Namens de ECV willen we de ETF  
HARTELIJK FELICITEREN 
MET HUN 40-JARIG  
JUBILEUM!

We wish ETF every blessing on its 40th anniversary!
 

Your brothers and sisters at Holy Trinity Brussels…
 

I learned to do research in a correct and 

spiritual manner

Thanks to my studies, I have good 

conversations about faith

Alumnus I Gijs Bleijenberg 

Alumna I Johanna van Davelaar 

Studying at ETF Leuven has helped me to do theology on an 

academic level. I need this for my work in the church to proclaim 

the Kingdom of God. I have also learned to reflect well on 

society, the church and pastoral care. I am now doing PhD 

research at the North-West University Potchefstroom campus 

(South Africa). During my studies at ETF Leuven, I learned how to 

do theological research in a proper and spiritual manner. And all 

this in a place that is very special to me; a place where I lived and 

studied, where I made friends for life.

I look back on my time at ETF Leuven with great 

pleasure. Living on campus was pleasant and I made 

valuable friends. And, of course, I learned a lot. During 

my bachelor’s work I wrote a couple of papers about 

Israel, not knowing that it would come in handy later. 

I now work at Christenen voor Israël (Christians for 

Israel). Among other things, I am on the editorial board 

of the magazine Profetisch Perspectief (Prophetic 

Perspective) and I make a prayer calendar. I have put my 

theological training to good use. In addition, I work as 

a sheltered housing supervisor at the Salvation Army. 

In the conversations I have with residents, I am often 

asked what I studied, and that often leads to good 

conversations about faith.

Alumni[External Advertisement]
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Every time I realise that being a theologian has more to 

do with this courage than with providing unequivocal 

answers to all sorts of life questions, I feel breathing space. 

Breathing space also to recognise that practising theology 

is very closely related to one’s own biography. In recent 

years, my life has been coloured by what Christa Anbeek 

calls ‘contrast experiences’. These disruptive experiences 

naturally colour my search for life fulfilment. In our lives, we 

are shaped by what we love, by the desires we pursue and 

especially by the bumps in the road. This forces us to reflect 

on the meaning of our lives.  

DEAR  
THEOPHILUS,

To be quite honest, I usually hesitate to answer ‘theologian’ 
to the typical get-to-know-you question about my profession. 
Speaking among believers about God and the meaning of 
Jesus Christ in our lives is always also stammering. Being a 
theologian sounds rather presumptuous and pretentious. 
For as long as language has existed, people have wondered 
about the meaning and purpose of life. We wonder about 
that which transcends our everyday experiences and our 
general understanding of life. How can we express that 
which can never be expressed properly? It takes courage 
to speak and perhaps even more courage to question anew 
what has been spoken.  

Maria Verhoeff works at 
ETF Leuven as academic vice 
dean and associate professor 

in the Department of Historical 
Theology, with a focus on 

early church history. Together 
with Kobus Kok she directs 

the Research Center for Early 
Christianity. She is mother of 

Wannes and Eva and a member 
of the Evangelical Church Leuven.

The courage to offer training in theology 
is to say that this exploration of life’s 
questions and fulfilment is necessary.

Plea
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To practice theology is also to recognise that 

this search for life fulfilment is not a private 

story. My search goes beyond my personal 

framework. It is a universal fact; every 

human being is to a greater or lesser extent 

in search of life fulfilment. The courage to 

offer training in theology is to say that this 

exploration of life’s questions and fulfilment is 

necessary. Only together can we address the 

questions that matter to everyone, in one way 

or another, at one moment or another in life. 

Theology is about those questions. It is not a 

hobby to be pursued by individuals on their 

own. It is the conversation with each other 

about it that makes it valuable, richer, and 

more expectant of the future.

There are a wealth of sources to draw from, 

to reflect on, and to depict the language 

appropriate to the conversation today. My 

field, historical and systematic theology, 

requires me to be well versed in these sources 

and to describe how they have influenced 

the history of theology. This makes it possible 

to search from one’s own experience, with 

boldness and imagination, for a contem-

porary way of expressing and living out the 

Christian faith.

Throughout the centuries, people have 

reflected on the question of how the Eternal 

One relates to this world. One of the ways 

to speak about this is the metaphor of 

The beauty of friendship is that it is voluntary. 

It is a free relationship and therefore so 

precious. You choose friendship, it is not 

given to you by chance or by others. Once 

chosen, there is an enormous bond of trust, 

loyalty, and joy between friends. In friendship, 

we are shown a mirror and we grow through 

our relationship with the other. Friendship 

also teaches us to recognise that the common 

quest in life transcends our personal needs 

and desires. Friends are not completely 

absorbed in each other, as lovers can be, 

but live side by side with a view of common 

interests and vision. 

friendship, an image that has somewhat fallen into disuse but 

has recently received new attention. It is no coincidence that 

in John’s Gospel Jesus calls his disciples friends. In his work 

on Spiritual Friendship by Aelred of Rievaulx, a 12th century 

Cistercian abbot, there is a discussion whether we could even 

say ‘God is friendship,’ echoing 1 John 4:16. Although Aelred 

hesitated to confirm this, he said that we for sure can say that 

“the one who remains in friendship remains in God, and God 

in him.” If that is so, then cultivating and reflecting on that 

friendship is part of practising theology.

Systematic Theology  
The Department of Systematic Theology led by 
Ronald Michener has two tasks. Its first task is to 
listen to the testimony of Scripture, the Christian 
tradition, and to contemporary philosophical 
and cultural developments. After this “listening,” 
its second task is to arrive at a contemporary 
formulation of doctrine that is faithful to Scripture 
and at the same time relevant for Christians 
and non-Christians in today’s society. Important 
aspects of the department’s current research 
include dialogue with postmodern thought, and 
investigations into the meaning of a just and 
sustainable society through a focus on economic, 
leadership, and environmental ethics.  

By viewing God’s connection with this world as friendship, 

we also acknowledge that we share in the divine desire for 

the welfare (salvation) of this world. The scope of this idea 

extends beyond the scope of this essay. A good example of 

this reflection is Pope Francis’ recent encyclical, entitled Fratelli 

Tutti, on universal fraternity and social friendship.

A theologian would therefore be better off with the name 

Theophilus, “friend of God.” Just as philosophy and friendship 

went hand in hand in antiquity, that is how I would like to 

see the practice of theology in the future. A joint search for 

a more fulfilled life, based on the awareness that this is only 

possible in community with other(s), including the Other. By 

regarding theology as parallel to friendship, we remain, on 

the one hand, modest - this orientation towards life questions 

in relation to other(s) is one that we share with everyone. At 

the same time, we reach out beyond our limited personal 

life questions: through friendship we stretch out to a further 

horizon. To continue practising theology is to recognise that 

this is a major undertaking. Fortunately, there is usually no lack 

of courage between friends.

Historical Theology
The Department of Historical Theology focuses on 
the study of theological developments in the history 
of Christianity. How have theological traditions been 
shaped and renewed in the course of history? And 
which developments are particularly relevant from an 
ecumenical perspective? It bases its research primarily 
on two developments, the growing appreciation 
of patristics in the evangelical movement, and the 
reevaluation of medieval and Protestant scholasticism. 
Both perspectives contribute to a better understanding 
of the Reformation and its relation to modernity. 
The department also pays special attention to the 
historical roots of the Protestant-evangelical tradition.

A theologian would 

therefore be better 

off with the name 

Theophilus,  

“friend of God.”
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evangelische  
theologische faculteit  
leuven 

GEFELICITEERD!

40 JAAR 

[External Advertisement]

The Master of Arts in Theology and Religious Studies (120 ECTS) 
equips you to teach, lead organizations and churches, and 
participate in current theological debates relevant to 
Church and society.

   Besides focus on fundamental and methodological questions, the 

Master’s degree offers a wide range of courses on specific subjects. 

    Tutorials and seminars strengthen your research expertise. At the same 

time you acquire skills for a leadership or pastoral role and personally 

develop your theology.

   In the Master’s thesis, you learn to make an independent contribution 

to theological research.

  The program, taught in English, is designed for international students.

Joo Il, MASTER STUDENT
“The postmodern climate greatly influences and changes Korea 

and East Asian regions as well as Western society. Churches, 

including Evangelical groups, are becoming radically diverse 

in a pluralistic world. While working in ministry, I learned that 

churches and Christians in Korea should develop not only a 

biblical, orthodox, Evangelical, but also an intellectually honest, 

hospitable, relevant theology to respond to postmodern 

challenges. Courses at ETF have allowed me to extend my 

theological horizon in a balanced and effective way. In my 

thesis, I will reflect on and research postmodern Christian 

anthropology.”

Get informed, apply & enroll at www.etf.edu/en

Shape your thinking, speaking and faith

Study in Our
RESIDENTIAL

MASTER’S  
PROGRAM
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OTHER COUNTRIES 
From other countries, you can transfer 
money directly to the ETF using the 
following details. 
IBAN BE86 2300 0873 3050   BIC GEBABEBB

Evangelische Theologische Faculteit vzw
Sint-Jansbergsesteenweg 97
3001 Leuven, Belgium

Our bank is: BNP Paribas Fortis
Mechelsesteenweg 465, 3020 Herent

GERMANY 
IBAN DE02 4401 0046 0751 5454 66 BIC 
PBNKDEFF 
Bank: Postbank Dortmund
Kontoinhaber: Förderverein der ETF e.V.

The Förderverein der ETF Leuven e.V.  
is recognized by the German tax 
authorities as a non-profit association. 
Gifts are not taxed up to 20% of the 
taxable income. For online donations, go 
to foerderverein-etf.org/spenden.

UNITED STATES 
By cheque or  
online donation  
(Paypal/creditcard)

North Valley Community 
Foundation (Chico, CA) 
1811 Concord Ave.
Suite 220
Chico, CA 95928

CANADA  
By cheque or online donation 
(creditcard): 
reSource Leadership International, 
5335 Gainsberg Road,  
Bowser
BC VOR 1GO 
(Give to ‘7. Campus Development’ 
and mention ‘for ETF Leuven’ in 
the private message box) 
Gifts are tax deductible.

Dear Reader,

On the first pages of this anniversary ma-

gazine, Andreas Beck took you through a 

century of history leading to the ETF Leuven 

of today. The story doesn’t end here. 

We want to continue to equip people to 

take their place in Church and society in  

order to spread the good news of Jesus 

Christ throughout the world today and  

to succeeding generations.

On the occasion of this  
anniversary celebration,  
we are asking for your  
financial support for ETF Leuven.

Regular giving in monthly commitments 

or annual gifts, are an effective and 

sustainable way to support ETF, ensuring 

its stability and development. 

If you are already a friend of ETF 

Leuven – would you consider 

increasing the amount and/or 

frequency of your regular support?

Perhaps you have the 

opportunity to bless us with a 

one-time anniversary gift of  

€40 or €100?

WILL YOU  
HELP US  
GROW?

ETF Leuven wants to equip people 

to take their place in Church and 

society in order to spread the good 

news of Jesus Christ throughout the 

world. Our approach is Bible-based, 

academic, and culturally enriching.

Vision

Teachers, students, alumni, administrative staff, 
volunteers, churches, Christian organizations, 
religious educators, partners, and supporters are 
all part of the support base of this fine institution.

Together we support ETF Leuven.
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Today, I am still reaping the benefits of 

my training

I started my studies because of my great 

passion for Bible stories

Alumnus I Filip De Cavel 

Alumna I Eleonora Hof  

1990. As a brand-new youth leader, I was responsible 

for giving a short Bible study almost every week. I felt 

totally unequipped and very insecure. The Saturday 

Bible College (BIB) at that time offered the solution: 

in September 1990 I started the six-year course 

(what would now be a Bachelor’s degree). I spent six 

wonderful but hard-working years with one foot in 

practice and the other in the classroom. I received a 

diploma with which I could start working as teacher of 

Protestant-evangelical Religion (PEGO) in 1995 with a 

richly filled toolbox. Today, I am still reaping the benefits 

of that training.

I began my studies at ETF Leuven because of my 

great passion for Bible translation. ETF Leuven laid a 

solid foundation for it with exegesis, hermeneutics, 

Hebrew, and Greek. Since then, I have become a 

pastor in the United Protestant Church Belgium 

in Ypres, and I am still busy with translation work 

every day. Now I try to translate the Biblical texts 

to the situation of my church members, helping 

them experience how these ancient texts also have 

relevance for their lives. I am grateful that I am still in 

touch with my alma mater and can see the role that 

ETF Leuven continues to play in equipping believers 

for the work in God’s vineyard.

Alumni [External Advertisement]
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ETF Leuven gave me a 

good preparation for 

the priesthood and for 

my doctorate

Alumna I Ilse Swart

In June 2020, I received my Master’s 

degree in Theology (major in Bible & 

Theology) from ETF Leuven. Last academic 

year I participated in a Bishop’s Advisory 

Panel in the Anglican Church, where I am 

pursuing the priesthood. ETF Leuven has 

helped me in my academic theological 

formation, which is not only very useful 

in my preparation for the priesthood, but 

also for the doctorate I hope to pursue 

during my training.

VAN HARTE

NAMENS DE

vrije evangelische gemeenten

Alumni

Het Nederlands-Vlaams Bijbelgenootschap brengt al meer dan 200 jaar  

de Bijbel dichtbij. We willen dat mensen in binnen- en buitenland toegang 

krijgen tot de Bijbel. Want in de Bijbel horen wij Gods boodschap van liefde 

voor de wereld, die ons in beweging brengt en onze weg verlicht.

Het Nederlands-Vlaams Bijbelgenootschap 
feliciteert de ETF Leuven van harte met haar 
veertigste verjaardag!

[External Advertisement]
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Research Expertise  
at ETF Leuven

Over the past fourteen years, ETF Leuven has established 
five research institutes from which a variety of research 
expertise is developed, complementary to the research 
in the six departments.

Research Center for Early Christianity (RCEC)

RCEC was founded by the Departments of  

New Testament and Historical Theology. Its  

research focuses on the development of  

early Christian identity in its various dimensions 

(creeds, spirituality, liturgy, church order, etc.).

Institute of Leadership and Social Ethics (ILSE)

ILSE is a research institute founded by ETF Leuven 

in 2008 from the Departments of Systematic 

Theology and Practical Theology. ILSE focuses 

on key questions of leadership and social ethics 

in a Christian perspective through connections 

between Christian professionals and academics.

Institute for the Study of Religious Education and Youth Ministry (ISREYM)

The ISREYM is an initiative of the Department of Practical Theology. Its objective is 

(a) to develop academic research on practices of religious education and practices of 

Christian-inspired children’s and youth work and (b) to bring about a community of 

learning for professionals, professional organizations and scholars on the themes of 

religious education and children’s and youth work.

In addition to our various departments and 
research institutes, ETF Leuven also enjoys  
institutional affiliations with the following 
(inter)national research groups and institutes:

Jonathan Edwards Center Benelux (JECB)

A research institute founded in cooperation with 

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and affiliated with  

the Jonathan Edwards Center of Yale University.  

It encourages and facilitates research into Jonathan 

Edwards (1703-1758).

John Duns Scotus Research Group

A research group affiliated with ETF Leuven that  

studies the works of John Duns Scotus (1266-1308).

Classic Reformed Theology (OGTh)

This research group was founded in Utrecht in 

1982 for the purpose of studying early modern 

scholastic theology.

Institute for the Study of Freedom of Religion 

or Belief (ISFORB)

The ISFORB is an initiative of the Department 

of Religious Studies and Missiology. Its research 

projects focus on the interaction between social 

developments, human rights discourse and 

religion/belief at local and global levels, with 

particular attention to religious persecution. 

Institute of Post-Reformation Studies (IPRS)

The IPRS is a research institute within the 

Department of Historical Theology. Its research 

focuses on the Early Modern period following 

the Reformation (ca. 1550 to ca. 1800).

Evadoc

The Belgian Archive and Documentation Center for 

churches, religious and philosophical organizations, 

and persons belonging to the Protestant- 

evangelical faith community. Evadoc works closely 

together with KADOC-KU Leuven.
REFORC.COM

VAN HARTE 
GEFELICITEERD 
MET 40 JAAR 
ETF EN 10 JAAR         
SAMENWERKING 
MET REFORC.

Namens de  
Christengemeente te Boom  

willen we de ETF  
hartelijk feliciteren met hun  

40-jarig jubileum!

We ondersteunen de ETF visie en 
bidden dat God dit werk mag blijven 
zegenen, opdat nog vele studenten 

mogen gevormd worden, die op hun 
beurt het evangelie mogen doorgeven 

aan de toekomstige generaties!

[External Advertisement]
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tilburguniversity.edu/studeer-theologie

Fides quaerens intellectum 
Geloof geeft te denken 

en te doen

Bachelor Theologie in Utrecht 

Bachelor Theology in Tilburg 

Master Theologie in Utrecht 

Master Universitaire Lerarenopleiding 
Godsdienst & Levensbeschouwing in Utrecht 

Master Christianity & Society in Tilburg 

De School of Catholic Theology van 
Tilburg University feliciteert van harte de 

Evangelische Theologische Faculteit Leuven 
met 40 jaar geïnspireerd en academisch 

theologisch onderwijs

[External Advertisement]

The PhD program in Theology and Religious Studies equips 
you for advanced theological teaching and scholarship. 

  You become part of ETF’s international research community 

consisting of a diverse corps of residential and non-residential 

scholars. 

   You enjoy thorough supervision from the outset to the public 

defense of your dissertation. You conduct your research and 

write and defend your dissertation within the time span of three 

(full-time) to six (part-time) years. 

  ETF’s PhD program started 36 years ago. Today we have 

 38 students enrolled, we have had 22 defenses in the past  

five years of which 6 joint doctorates. 

Matthias, ALUMNUS
“Recently, I successfully completed my PhD dissertation on the 

theological and philosophical positions of a prominent Dutch 

theologian in the early modern era. ETF Leuven with its Institute 

of Post-Reformation Studies offered the perfect environment to 

conduct my research. There, I not only benefitted from superb 

experts in the field guiding me along the way. I also very much 

appreciated the rigorous and well-organized PhD program 

as a whole, including first and foremost the annual doctoral 

colloquium, always both stimulating and encouraging. By 

sharpening my academic skills in interaction with other scholars 

and through in-depth research on important theological issues, 

my PhD studies at ETF Leuven have prepared me to better serve 

God and His Church in an increasingly complex world.”

Get informed, apply & enroll at www.etf.edu/en

Discover the power of research for church, education and society

Join our

PhD  
PROGRAM
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Theologians and scholars of religion – Is the distinction 

important to you?

Yes and no. I was trained as a theologian, but for the last 

seven years I’ve been doing research in religion. This means 

that I try to speak less from a religious point of view and more 

about the experience of faith and the place religion occupies 

in society. I am also aware that a scholar of religion always 

looks at reality through different lenses, and for me these are 

clearly colored by my evangelical background and my faith in 

Jesus Christ.

When you look at our society through the lens of a  

Christian scholar of religion, what do you see?

I see exactly what other researchers see, namely a number 

of complex tendencies - but I may value them differently. 

On the one hand, we see, certainly in the Low Countries, 

that secularization is continuing. In other words, we see a 

continued decline in the importance of religion. This applies 

both to individual religious beliefs and to church attendance. 

Trust in the church and the influence of religious voices in 

public debate has declined. The Pew Research Center has 

fairly recent figures on this. While 83% of Belgians in 2017 

say they were raised as Christians, only 56% call themselves 

Christian. Most of them are not active churchgoers: Only 10% 

went to church at least once a month. In the Netherlands, only 

41% of the population call themselves Christian. With these 

figures, the Low Countries are the frontrunners of seculari-

zation in Western Europe. An important open question is the 

influence of the COVID-19 crisis. Does this crisis reinforce the 

abandonment of the church or does it give a new appreciation 

of being together in church? I see indications for both.

Interview

Jelle Creemers is professor and 
department chair of Religious Studies 
and Missiology at ETF Leuven. He 
coordinates ISFORB, the research 
institute that deals with questions of 
religion, society and human rights. 
With his family he is a member of the 
Evangelical Church in Aarschot (VEG).

The Critically Honest 
Bridge-Building Role of 
a Scholar of Religion

“I love working here. It feels a bit like a high 
oasis, overlooking both the green fields 
of Heverlee and the hustle and bustle of a 
university town. You only have to look out of the 
window to see the world that we, as theologians 
and scholars of religion, are also part of.”
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Should we pay more attention to religion from 

outside our borders? 

In any event, navel-gazing is never a good idea. With 

Bosco Bangura as a resident missiologist with African 

roots, we become more aware of what is going on 

in a broad diversity of churches and what challenges 

they are facing. We are also challenged to critically 

examine classic visions of mission (from ‘here’ to 

‘there’). So, in our department we look at what is 

happening in the wider society and what impact 

that has on faith communities. Within ISFORB (see 

page 36) we do this by paying attention to historical, 

sociological, political, and legal developments. 

In my own research, for example, I closely follow 

the Belgian and Flemish political agenda. How do 

politicians ‘see’ religion and how do they deal with 

religious communities? And how do these religious 

communities react to this?

Why is this attention to religious freedom so 

 important?

Secularization implies that there is a growing lack of 

knowledge about religion in society, especially ‘from 

within’. Many people, including politicians, can hardly 

imagine what it means to be religious - and therefore 

have little understanding of a value system in which 

a person seeks God’s will and in which neither 

the government, the family, nor the wallet deter-

mines what is good or bad, what is desirable or not 

desirable. 

This lack of knowledge about religion clashes 

with the great influence religion has on religious 

individuals and communities and on politics and 

society worldwide. An institution like ISFORB, and by 

extension ETF Leuven, is therefore of great importance 

in this social context.

How do you see the role of ETF Leuven in the cur-

rent situation and into the future?

On the one hand, we serve as researchers with our 

expertise the evangelical movement, which is part 

of our society. On the other hand, as a recognized 

institution, we serve society with sound information 

about faith and religious practices, especially within 

the Protestant-evangelical Churches. In this way, ETF 

Leuven functions as an important bridge-builder - and 

so do our graduates, as teachers of religion, pastors, 

or in all kinds of other roles. As bridge-builders, it 

is important to maintain a critical honesty. From a 

faith perspective, we must be willing to acknowledge 

together where Christians have failed and still fail 

today. This is made evident when faith clashes with 

tolerance, for example. The study that was mentioned 

earlier shows that in Western Europe, people who 

are not religious have fewer problems with a Muslim 

neighbor than Christians. That should give us pause 

for thought. On the other hand, we also want to 

show how Christians are constructively engaged in 

the world. 

And outside Western Europe?

Here we see another side of a complex 

picture. Religion is gaining in importance 

in various Eastern European countries. In 

some parts of the world, religion has never 

declined, but is a permanent driving force in 

social life. Sociologist Peter Berger submits 

that in our thinking about religion we have 

wrongly assumed for far too long that 

Western Europe is ‘the example’ of how 

societies develop, and we must realize that 

religion is far from waning in world affairs. 

He considers the growth of the Pentecostal 

movement worldwide a strong example. 

We know that in Belgium also, the greatest 

religious vitality is found in communities that 

have their roots outside Europe - including 

Christians, Muslims, and other faith tradi-

tions. This prompts us to reflect on the impli-

cations of this and on what believers have to 

offer each other within this diverse context. 

At ETF Leuven, Bosco Bangura’s research on 

migrant churches in Flanders, in particular, 

addresses this issue.

Does the COVID-19 
crisis reinforce church 
abandonment or does it give 
a new appreciation of being 
church together?

The Department of Religious Studies 
and Missiology builds on the other 
departments at ETF Leuven, but it also 
serves and challenges them with its 
distinctive outward gaze. In education 
and research, it gives attention to the 
multiplicity of perspectives and voices 
‘outside’ the church. From deliberate 
attention to the complex developments 
in contemporary societies, the research 
of this department tries to understand, 
critique, and constructively assist 
religiously motivated commitment. 
Combining the two research fields of 
religious studies and missiology, the 
department focuses both on the place of 
(evangelical) Christianity in society and 
on the promotion of fruitful dialogue with 
other cultural or religious presence.

Religious Studies  
and Missiology

Globally and in Western Europe, Christian 

communities and organizations, and their 

many volunteers, are essential in building a 

more just society. Making this commitment 

visible and showing that our faith drives us to 

do so is an important task at ETF Leuven.
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The study gave me 

excellent tools for the 

challenges I face as a 

teacher of religion

Alumnus I Ben van Acker

After obtaining my diploma as a teacher 

of religion at the IBV, I was interested in 

getting more insight into theology. Since I 

live in Flanders, ETF Leuven was the logical 

choice. Via ETF Open University, I could 

easily combine my studies with my job as a 

teacher of Protestant-evangelical Religion 

(PEGO). This theological study gives me 

excellent tools for the challenges I face as a 

teacher of religion. Biblical studies gives me 

the ‘know how’ to stimulate pupils to read 

the Bible responsibly. Religious studies helps 

me to support them to live as Christians in 

a multi-faith society with respect for people 

with other philosophical traditions. Church 

history helps inform pupils about the 

fascinating historical ‘roots’ of their church 

tradition and the Christian roots of Europe. 

The teacher training gave me pedagogical 

and didactical skills to function in a profes-

sional way in a school and classroom 

context. The ETF website rightly cites 

the ancient motto: ‘Faith seeking under-

standing’ and ETF offers excellent teaching 

for future youth workers and teachers.

AlumniExternal Advertisement

The Master of Arts in Theology and Religious Studies 
(120 ECTS) equips you to teach, lead in organizations 
and churches and participate in current theological 
debates relevant to Church and society.

  Do you want to combine academic theology study with work, 

other studies or responsibilities? Do you want to study at your 

own pace and place? 

  Through ETF Open University you combine supervised 

individual study with classes and three Summer Colloquia. 

  Follow the standard package of 30 ECTS per year and 

complete your Master’s Degree within four years! Of course 

the number of ECTS can be adapted to your needs.

Jan, MASTER STUDENT
“For many years I have felt the call of God to teach his word. My 

objective in doing so is to be spiritually sound and intellectually 

grounded at the same time. Therefore, I was looking for an 

institution which could offer me solid training in biblical languages 

and all subjects pertaining to theology. I wanted to study at an 

institution fully accredited within the European Union which 

offers me as someone working fulltime in a secular field enough 

flexibility to pursue studies at my own pace. As a German, I did not 

find programs in Germany which fully suited my needs. So I am glad 

that I finally found ETF in our neighboring country Belgium. It has all 

that I was looking for.”

Get informed, apply & enroll at www.etf.edu/en

Shape your thinking, speaking and faith...

Study in our

ETF OPEN UNIVERSITY

MASTER’S  
PROGRAM
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