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438 Abstract

Abstract

The present study investigates the positive mandate, the “blessing man-
date” of Israel concerning the non-Israelites, as shown in the Torah and the
Former Prophets of the Old Testament.

Although it evaluates the realm of research on “Missions and the Old
Testament™ and utilises useful results, it clearly pursues another methodo-
logical approach. Not foreign concepts like “missions”, but longitudinal
themes found in the texts themselves are followed on several different
tracks.

As such the study is part of the thematic (second) part of the Old Testa-
ment Theology research field. It investigates the texts synchronously in the
canonical order of their final form.

There are four longitudinal themes to be found, which are presented in
the order of their focal occurrence and traced through the different books.
(1) Beginning with Gen 12:3 the concept of Israel as mediator of blessing
for all families of the earth is investigated. (2) The Exodus of Egypt (Ex
7:5ff) is connected to the theme of mediation of knowledge of God to non-
Israelites. (3) Starting with Ex 19:6 the study asks for the meaning and fur-
ther traces of the understanding of Israel as a royal priestly people. (4) The
concept of a special relationship of Israel as a “guest people” towards the
stranger in the cult community is developed around the focal point of Lev
19:33-34 and Deut 10:18-19.

These themes are bound together towards the end of the study, when the
picture of a multiplex-holistic mandate of Israel emerges. As a holistic
mandate it pervades and comprises the many areas of the private and public
life. The mission manifests itself as multiplex with regard to form and con-
tent.

The mandate (or the mandates) can not be subsumed under one single
organising principle as “missions”, “witness” or “mediation of knowledge”.
They rather want to be understood as situational specifications of the first
blessing mandate of Abraham. The theological intention of the texts is to
actualise the vision of world wide knowledge of God in the hearts of the
readers.



