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RCEC discussion meetings are 
open to all (� your calendar):   

Mar 15     •      Apr 19     •      May 31  
Sept 6      •      Oct 11      •      Nov 15 
 

     Place: Staff Room in Peda 
     Time: Thursdays 13:00-14:00  
     Please join us with your sac lunch 
 
RCEC i s d e si g n e d  t o  e n c o u r ag e  r e se ar c h  i n  an y  
ar e a i n  Ear l y  Ch r i st i an i t y ,  an d  t h e r e f o r e  i n v i t i n g  
an y  ET F  st u d e n t  w h o  m ay  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  at  
w h a t e v e r  st ag e  i n  t h i s ar e a.  P u b l i c at i o n s,  l e c t u r e  
p r e se n t at i o n s ,  d i sc u ssi o n  m e e t i n g s,  an d  o t h e r  
e v e n t s w i l l  u n f o l d  as w e  ar e  b u i l d i n g  a b ase  f o r  
o n g o i n g  r e se ar c h  am o n g  t h e  ET F  st u d e n t  b o d y ,  
al u m n i ,  an d  f ac u l t y .    
W e  m e t  f o r  t h e  f i r st  t i m e  a m o n t h  ag o  ( F e b  1 5 ) ,  
o n  a st u d y  d ay  w i t h  t h e  t o p i c  “ W o r sh i p  an d  
Ch r i st o l o g y . ”  I n  t h i s f i r st  i ssu e  o f  RCECR,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  p r i n t e d  a b r i e f  su m m ar y  o f  t h e  
p r e se n t at i o n s e sp .  f o r  t h o se  w h o  m i sse d  i t .  

� 
Christ as priest and object of 
dev otion in 1Cl em ent - Martin Webber 
 To  u n d e r s t an d  h o w C h r i s t o l o g y  an d  
wo r s h i p  ar e  r e l at e d  i n  First Clement ,  
o n e  n e e d s  t o  g r as p  t h e  n at u r e  an d  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  wr i t i n g .  A  
c o m m u n i t y  d o c u m e n t  ( 1 ,  1 ) ,  i t  
b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  g e n r e  o f  sy mb o u leu tik o n 
( v an  U n n i k )  an d  e v o k e s  t h e s e  t wo  
t h e m e s  t o  s u p p o r t  i t s  m ai n  p o i n t :  
r e s o l v i n g  t h e  l e ad e r s h i p  c r i s i s  at  
C o r i n t h  ( 4 4 ,  3 -4 ) .  I n  t h at  c o n n e c t i o n  
i t s  C h r i s t o l o g y  i s  r e l at i v e l y  c o m p l e t e  
b u t  n o t  f u l l y  i n t e g r at e d  ( L o n a) .  
C h r i s t  i s  c l e ar l y  d i f f e r e n t i at e d  f r o m  
G o d ,  b u t  n o  d o m i n an t  e x p r e s s i o n  
d e s c r i b e s  h i m .  Th e  c l e ar e s t  
e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  d e v o t i o n  ar e  t h e  t wo  
p r ay e r s  an d  t h e  t e n  d o x o l o g i e s  f o u n d  
i n  t h e  wr i t i n g .  Th e y  ar e  t h e o c e n t r i c ,  
al t h o u g h  s o m e  d o x o l o g i e s  i n c l u d e  
s i g n i f i c an t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  C h r i s t  ( 2 0 ,  
1 1 ;  4 4 ,  1 ;  5 0 ,  7 ;  6 4 ) .  Th e s e  m e n t i o n  
t h e  m e d i at i n g  r o l e  an d  s t at u s  o f  
C h r i s t  ( d ia  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  e t c . ) ,  a f o c al  
p o i n t  b r i n g i n g  wo r s h i p  an d  
C h r i s t o l o g y  t o g e t h e r .  O t h e r  
c o n t e x t u al  f ac t o r s  ( p o l i t i c al  t e r m s ,  
r ap p o r t  b e t we e n  s t at e  r e l i g i o n  an d  
C h r i s t i an i t y )  m ay  al s o  h av e  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
 
" G l ory  to Y ou ,  ou r H ead,  O  L ord 
M essiah! " :  ������ �  �� 	 �� �  
 �� �� �  
 � �   � � � � � � �� � �  
W orship &  Christol og y  in the O des 
of S ol om on - G ie V l eu g el s  

 B e c au s e  o f  i t s  e ar l y  d at e  ( p e r h ap s  
ar o u n d  A D  1 0 0 )  an d  i t s  f o c u s  o n  
wo r s h i p ,  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  wh e r e  C h r i s t  
i s  f i g u r i n g  p r o m i n e n t l y  m u s t  b e  
t ak e n  i n t o  ac c o u n t  wh e n  s t u d y i n g  

wo r s h i p  o f  C h r i s t  i n  e ar l y  C h r i s t i an i t y .  
Th e  O d e s  ar e  r e l i g i o u s  s o n g s ,  wh e r e  
p o e t i c  n ar r at i o n  o f  s al v at i o n  i s  al t e r n at e d  
wi t h  d o x o l o g y .  B o t h  s o n g s  an d  wo r s h i p  
ar e  n o r m al l y  ad d r e s s e d  t o  G o d ,  t h e  M o s t  
H i g h ,  wh o  i s  c l e ar l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  
C h r i s t ,  h i s  S o n .  H o we v e r ,  s e v e r al  t i m e s  i t  
i s  C h r i s t  wh o  i s  ad d r e s s e d  i n  s o n g s  as  
we l l  as  i n  d o x o l o g y .  O n e  o f  t h e  c e n t r al  
t h e m e s  i n  t h e  O d e s  i s  l o v e .  M an y  o f  t h e  
s o n g s  h av e  l o v e  f o r  t h e i r  s u b j e c t .  Th i s  
l o v e  i s  i n t e r r e l at e d  wi t h  wo r s h i p .  E . g .  
O d e  5 : 1 :  “ I  p r ai s e  Y o u ,  O  L o r d ,  b e c au s e  
I  l o v e  Y o u . ”  Th i s  i s  p ar t i c u l ar l y  
i n t e r e s t i n g ,  b e c au s e  C h r i s t  f i g u r e s  as  t h e  
m ai n  r e c i p i e n t  o f  l o v e .  Th e  b e l i e v e r s  ar e  
b y  t h e i r  l o v e  c o n n e c t e d  wi t h  C h r i s t  as  
m e m b e r s  wi t h  t h e  h e ad  o f  t h e  b o d y .  F i v e  
p as s ag e s  ar e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  m o r e  d e t ai l :  
O d e s  7 : 1 7 -1 9 ;  2 0 : 7 -1 0 ;  2 3 : 1 7 -2 2 ;  3 9 : 9 - 1 3  
an d  4 1 : 1 1 -1 6 .  I n  e ac h  o f  t h e m  i t  b e c o m e s  
c l e ar  t h at  C h r i s t  i s  p o r t r ay e d  as  t h e  
n at u r al  o b j e c t  o f  wo r s h i p  b y  b e l i e v e r s .  
 

M arty rdom  and S chism  as O ccasions for 
I g natiu s’  Christol og y :  M aintain U nity  in 
W orship - J ac k  B arents en 
 

W h at  p r o m p t e d  I g n at i u s ’  c h r i s t o l o g i c al  
d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  an d  wh at  d i d  h e  ai m  t o  
ac c o m p l i s h  t h r o u g h  t h e m ?  H o w d i d  h e  
i n t e n d  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e i r  wo r s h i p  t h r o u g h  
t h e s e  d e s c r i p t i o n s ?  I n  wh at  s e n s e  c an  t h i s  
b e  s e e n  as  a d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e ar l i e r  
t h e m e s ?  Th i s  p ap e r  t r ac e s  I g n at i u s ’  
d e v o t i o n  t o  C h r i s t  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l e t t e r s  
t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  v ar i o u s  e m p h as e s  an d  
o c c as i o n s  t h at  p r o m p t e d  h i s  
c h r i s t o l o g i c al  s ay i n g s  an d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
wo r s h i p .   Th i s  ap p r o ac h  al l o ws  u s  t o  
r e c o g n i z e  t h at  h i s  C h r i s t o l o g y  s e r v e s  t o  
l e g i t i m at e  c e r t ai n  at t i t u d e s  t o war d s  
s c h i s m at i c s ,  wh i l e  i t  al s o  l e g i t i m at e s  h i s  
o wn  v i e w o f  h i s  m ar t y r d o m  as  o n e  o f  
g l o r i o u s  p r o c e s s i o n  an d  at t ai n m e n t .   Th i s  
i s  n o t  t o  s ay  t h at  h i s  c h r i s t o l o g i c al  s ay i n g s  
o n l y  h av e  f u n c t i o n al  v al u e ,  b u t  i t  i s  t o  
d e m o n s t r at e  t h at  – f r o m  I g n at i u s ’  
p e r s p e c t i v e  – o n l y  c e r t ai n  c o n n e c t i o n s  
b e t we e n  s c h i s m  o r  m ar t y r d o m  an d  
d e v o t i o n  t o  C h r i s t  p r o v i d e  s u f f i c i e n t  
b as i s  f o r  u n i t y  i n  wo r s h i p  an d  i n  c h u r c h  
o r d e r .  Th at  i s  t o  s ay ,  I g n at i u s ’  
C h r i s t o l o g y  p r o v i d e s  t h e  c e n t r al ,  u n i f y i n g  
f ac t o r  t h at  c o n n e c t s  al l  h i s  c o n c e r n s  
t o g e t h e r ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e o l o g i c al l y ,  b u t  al s o  
s o c i o l o g i c al l y .  
 
W orship &  Christol og y  in J u stin’ s 
Dialogue with Trypho - Mic h ael  C h o i 
 

I n  t h e  D i a lo g u e, a p r o t r e p t i c  l i t e r at u r e , 
J u s t i n  u s e s  O l d  Te s t am e n t  p r o p h e c i e s  as  
p r o o f -t e x t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  

J e s u s  as  t h e  p r e -e x i s t e n t  G o d  wh o  
b e c am e  i n c ar n at e  as  t h e  M e s s i ah ,  an d  
t h e r e b y  wo r t h y  o f  wo r s h i p .  S i n c e  
o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d at i o n al  an d  u n i f y i n g  
p i l l ar s  o f  J u d ai s m  h as  b e e n  s e l f -
c o n s c i o u s l y  m o n o t h e i s t i c —as  e v e r y  
p i o u s  J e w was  t au g h t  t o  s ay  t h e  sh ema  
e ac h  d ay —J u s t i n  m u s t  al s o  
d e m o n s t r at e  t h at  t h e  wo r s h i p  o f  
C h r i s t  i s  c o m p at i b l e  t o  J e wi s h  
m o n o t h e i s m .  Th i s  p ap e r  s e e k s  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  h o w J u s t i n  ar g u e s  t h at  
J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  a d i s t i n c t  d i v i n e  b e i n g  
y e t  i n t e g r al l y  r e l at e d  t o  t h e  o n e  G o d  
Y ah we h  as  r e v e al e d  i n  t h e  J e wi s h  
S c r i p t u r e s .  H e  l i s t s  i n  c h ap t e r s  5 6 -8 3  
al o n e  f i v e  s u c h  c r i t e r i a f o r  af f i r m i n g  
t h e  d e i t y  o f  C h r i s t  ( at t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  
d i v i n e  n am e ;  s h ar i n g  t h e  s am e  d i v i n e  
s u b s t an c e ;  p ar t i c i p at i o n  i n  c r e at i o n ;  
as c r i b i n g  wo r s h i p ;  an d  s o v e r e i g n t y  
o v e r  al l  c r e at i o n ) ;  an d  i n  s o  d o i n g  
ar g u e s  t h at  C h r i s t  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
d i v i n e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  o n e  G o d  
Y ah we h .    

_____________________________ 
 

Why"Jesus Tomb" is another hype: 
  

1 .  T h e r e  i s n o  D N A  e v i d e n c e  t h at  t h i s i s t h e  
h i st o r i c al  J e su s o f  N az ar e t h   

2 .  T h e  st at i st i c al  an al y si s i s u n t r u st w o r t h y   
3 .  T h e  n am e  " J e su s"  w as a p o p u l ar  n am e  i n  t h e  
f i r st  c e n t u r y ,  ap p e ar i n g  i n  9 8  o t h e r  t o m b s an d  
o n  2 1  o t h e r  o ssu ar i e s  

4 .  T h e r e  i s n o  h i st o r i c al  e v i d e n c e  t h at  J e su s w as 
e v e r  m ar r i e d  o r  h ad  a c h i l d   

5 .  T h e  e ar l i e st  f o l l o w e r s o f  J e su s n e v e r  c al l e d  h i m  
" J e su s,  so n  o f  J o se p h "   

6 .  I t  i s h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h at  J o se p h ,  w h o  d i e d  e ar l i e r  
i n  G al i l e e ,  w as b u r i e d  i n  J e r u sal e m ,  si n c e  t h e  
h i st o r i c al  r e c o r d  c o n n e c t s h i m  o n l y  t o  N az ar e t h  
o r  B e t h l e h e m   

7 .  T al p i o t  t o m b  an d  o ssu ar i e s ar e  su c h  t h at  t h e y  
w o u l d  h av e  b e l o n g e d  t o  a r i c h  f am i l y ,  w h i c h  
d o e s n o t  m a t c h  t h e  h i st o r i c al  r e c o r d  f o r  J e su s  

8 .  F o u r t h -c e n t u r y  c h u r c h  h i st o r i an  Eu se b i u s 
m ak e s q u i t e  c l e ar  t h at  t h e  b o d y  o f  J am e s,  t h e  
b r o t h e r  o f  J e su s,  w as b u r i e d  al o n e  n e ar  t h e  
t e m p l e  m o u n t  an d  t h at  h i s t o m b  w as v i si t e d  i n  
t h e  e ar l y  c e n t u r i e s,  m ak i n g  v e r y  u n l i k e l y  t h at  
t h e  T al p i o t  t o m b  w as J e su s'  " f am i l y  t o m b "   

9 .  T h e  t w o  M ar y  o ssu ar i e s d o  n o t  m e n t i o n  an y o n e  
f r o m  M i g d al ,  b u t  si m p l y  h as t h e  n am e  M ar y ,  
o n e  o f  t h e  m o st  c o m m o n  o f  al l  an c i e n t  J e w i sh  
f e m al e  n am e s  

1 0 .  B y  al l  an c i e n t  ac c o u n t s,  t h e  t o m b  o f  J e su s 
w as e m p t y ,  m ak i n g  i t  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h at  i t  w as 
m o v e d  t o  an o t h e r  t o m b ,  d e c ay e d  f o r  o n e  y e ar ' s 
t i m e ,  an d  t h e n  t h e  b o n e s p u t  i n  an  o ssu ar y .  
Source: Witherington et al. 
www.christiannewswire.com/news/457272336.html 
S ee also  www.cu rtisv illechristian.org /T ombO ne.html 
http : //www.christilling .d e/blog /20 0 7/0 3/g u est-p ost-by-
richard -bau ck ham.html    
• A  C o n f e r e n c e :  Matthew, James & the Didache 
                          T ilbu r g  U niv ersity,  on 1 2-1 3 A p r 20 0 7 
www.tilbu rg u niv ersity.nl/ f acu lties/tf t/conf erence20 0 7/ 
•  Business mtgs:  
14:00-15:00 (May 31, & in Dec - TBA) 
•  ECL  publication: 
1) Guidelines for ECL (19.5.07 ) 
2) Odes Sample (25.5.07)  
3) Jewish Christianity ECL (8.6.07) 


